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Introduction 

The Amerikaiak a Magyarokért  Alapítvány (American for Hungarians Foundation) was established as a  
non- profit foundation in Hungary in April 2010 by a number of Americans and Hungarian Americans for the 
purpose of improving the ties between the USA and Hungary. The activities that have been undertaken to 
achieve this mission include charitable works, cultural events, exchange programs, improving the economic 
condition of Hungary and bilateral trade, and  bringing Hungarian innovations to market. The leaders of the 
Alapítvány have extensive business and social experience at the highest levels in both the USA and Hungary. 
 
This report summarizes our  flood and disaster relief activities as well as the work and the sacrifices of many 
persons who worked many thousands of hours without pay to help Hungary in this effort. The large scope and 
success of the relief activities would not have been possible to achieve without this multi-year volunteer effort. 
Special thanks go to Dreisziger-Stricz Zsuzsanna, who worked for nine years without pay and without whom we 
would not have achieved this extraordinary success for Hungary, Mr. Imre Hoefle of Florida who contributed 
the most funds outside of the Balogh family, the many individual contributors, and the American Hungarian 
Federation with whom we partnered. The nine years of work took the volunteers of the Foundation to over 70 
villages, numerous inventors and businesses to ascertain needs, while traveling thousands of kilometers in the 
process. This gave the volunteers insight into every facet of Hungarian life.  

The Beginning 

November 23, 2009 : The Amerikai Magyar Klub (predecessor of the Alapítvány) inaugural celebration was 
wonderfully successful and attended by 250 enthusiastic persons at the Magyar Kulúra Alapitvány on Castle Hill 
in Budapest. 15 Hungarian and American organizations displayed their wares. The theme of the evening was 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴ CΦ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ŀƎƻΥ 
 
"Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country". In Hungarian:  "Ne azt 
kérdezd, mit tesz érted az ország, hanem hogy Te mit tehetsz az országért!" 
 

 
In Service to Hungary and American Hungarian Relations 
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Inaugural on Castle Hill attended by 250 persons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Lukács László atya, Dr.Koncz Gábor, Dreisziger Zsuzsanna, Csapó Harold Gábor 
 
Thank you to many for helping with this extraordinary event: Acapella Cukrászda Szeged, Agrar Marketing 
Centrum, American Embassy, Andezit Hotel, Maczó László, Bába és Társai Nyomda - Szeged, Balázs Béla, Bánki 
5ƻƴłǘ CǃƛǎƪƻƭŀΣ .łȊŀƪŜǊŜǘǘȅŜΣ .ŞǊŜǎ ½ǊǘΦΣ .ƻŘƽ {łƴŘƻǊΣ /ǎŜǇƪǳ #ŘłƳΣ /ȊƛǘƪƻǾƛŎǎ !ŘłƳΣ Díszruha Szalon, Garai 
János, Hadtörténeti Intézet, Hangya, -Mórakert Szövetkezet (zöldségek), -Virágpaletta Szövetkezet (virág), -
Aranyhegyi Pinceszövetkezet-ōƻǊƻƪΣ  «ƭƭǃǇŀǊǘƛ {ȊǀǾŜǘƪŜȊŜǘ όōƛƻƪŜƴȅŞǊύΣ /ǎŀōŀƛ wŀƪǘłǊǎȊǀǾŜǘƪŜȊŜǘ -Tordas, 
Heinemann Testvérek, Helmle Mónika, HIR TV, Horvath Katalin, Imlauer Anita, Jekl Béla Pincészet, Kalocsai 
Porcelán Manufactura, Kenderes, Kudela József, Magyar Feltalálók Egyesület, Magyar Kálmán, Magyar Kultúra 
Alapitvány, Meszáros International Center for Entrepreneurship, Mezei Mária, MOL Museum, Panyolai 
Szilvórium, Proactive Management Consulting, Szeged-Toledo Baráti Kör Egyesület, Szerencsi Bonbon Kft., 
Szilágyi Attila Dr., Szöke Krisztina, Tóth Judit, VEL Nyombda,Vigh Károlyné Éva, Vinum Primatis Zrt.,Zambo László, 
Zsanna Manna ---partial list. 
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Flood and Disaster Relief 

The floods and disasters that occured in Hungary in 2010-2013 damaged many homes and farms, and 
threatened the livelihoods of many people. Our non-profit Hungarian Alapítvány (Foundation) joined forces with 
the American Hungarian Federation (AHF) to solicit charitable donations in Hungary and the USA to reconstruct 
the affected areas. 
 
The Amerikaiak a Magyarokért Alapítvány (Americans for Hungarians Foundation) and the American Hungarian 
Federation recognized that to make the most effective use of the donated funds we needed to undertake 
projects that had a lasting effect. Therefore in addition to helping individual families, we and American 
Hungarian Federation decided to modify the original plan and also help rebuild community centers as well as 
concentrate the relief on the farmers- all of  which  had multiyear effects and saved jobs in the stricken areas. 

Summer Camp for Children 

The first project we undertook was to help the children 
of the victims of the flood. We joined forces with the 
American Hungarian Federation, who provided part of 
the funds. We solicited contributions from many 
people and organizations, the Takarékbank ZRT, the 
Országos Takarékszövetkezeti Szövetség, Boldvai 
Takarékszövetség, Hungária Érték Papír, K.H.K Korona 
Kft., Kincsem Szövetkezet, Mepet Kft, Somogy Megyei 
Gyermek Tábor, and Hoffman Ödön. Interim financing 
for the camp was provided by the personal funds of 
foundation President Balogh. We decided to treat the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇ Lƴ IǳƴƎŀǊȅ  ƻƴ [ŀƪŜ .ŀƭŀǘƻƴΦ The camp was 
organized and ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ /ƻ-President, Dreisziger -Zsuzsanna, with assistance from Balogh 
DȅǳƭŀΣ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ and a few parents, all of whom worked gratis.   
 
The camp was held in the Somogy Megyei Gyermek Tábor in Fonyódliget, a town on the shores of Lake Balaton, 
Central Europe's largest lake. The Alapítvány President and Co-President visited the camp facilities in the 
beginning of July to review the camp, lodging facilities, and meal plans and to negotiate preferential rates.  
 

One hundred and three children, aged 7 to 14, were selected 
from three villages that were affected by the flood: Boldva, 
Borsodszirák, and Edelény, which are about 360 kilometers from 
the camp. The selection process was coordinated by the head of 
the Boldva Takarékszövetkezet (a type of credit union 
cooperative), and recommendations were made by the local 
mayoral offices, such as Molnár Oszkár, the mayor of Edelény.  
Two buses picked up the children in the three villages and began 
the long ride through Budapest and on to the camp in 
Fonyódliget. Most of the children had never been to the capital 
city and were wowed by the architecture.The trip covered a total 
of over 350 kilometers, and lasted over 6 hours.  The children 

were very excited, restless, and hungry by the time they arrived at 2:30 PM on the shores of Lake Balaton. They 
were treated to a very late lunch, quickly piled their belongings into three huge cabins and headed straight for 
the water.  

http://www.americanhungarianfederation.org/images/DisasterRelief/SomogyMegyeiGyermekTabor.jpg
http://www.fonyodliget.hu/
http://www.gotohungary.co.uk/things-to-do-see/what-to-see-by-region/lake-balaton
http://www.boldva.hu/
http://www.borsodszirak.hu/
http://www.edeleny.hu/
http://www.boldvatksz.hu/
http://www.fonyodliget.hu/
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After a few hours of warm sun, splashing and swimming, they unpacked and then were treated to a late dinner. 
After dinner, five volunteer teams of 6 each were selected to play charades in front of the entire group. It 
proved to be a lot of fun. Then it was back to the cabins for bedtime at 10PM. However many of the young 
children were so excited that they were not able to get to sleep until about 2 am. 
 
The next day the weather was perfect for swimming and water activities. Five bicycle water boats with slides 
were rented and the children had great fun jumping and sliding from the boats. In the late afternoon, a water 
relay race was organized and four teams of 10 participated while the rest watched. The older boys and girls 
wanted to compete against each other, so there were four teams, an older boys and older girls group, a middle 
group, and a very young group. The relays included: a swimming 
sprint to and from a marker in the lake, pushing a boat and beach 
ball around markers, and racing on a float. The older girls team 
almost beat the older boys in the relays. There was lots of cheering 
and lots of fun, and a relaxing time for the tired adults. In the 
evening the children were treated to a Disco, which was held every 
second day for two hours. 

The following days 
were also packed with 
activities. There was a 
seven kilometer trip on 
a miniature train to a breathtaking overlook of Lake Balaton and the 
Fonyodi Museum which contained a collection of ancient Hungarian 
maps, as well as a history of Lake Balaton with reproductions of its 
wildlife. (see picture of child from our camp on the left) 
 
There were 
multiple 

soccer tournaments with the various village teams in 
friendly competition. Athletic relays were organized 
which featured forward and backward running races, 
wheelbarrow type races, and piggyback races. The older 
boys and girls as well as some of the camp leaders ran a 
200 meter race. Prizes were given in all of the team and 
individual competitions. 
There was a boat trip from the Fonyod side of beautiful 
Lake Balaton to Badacsony. In Badacsony the 100 
children were packed into a dozen jeeps for a thrilling 
bumpy and scenic ride. Ice cream treats for all were 
provided throughout the trips. One of the favorite treats 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜ IǳƴƎŀǊƛŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊƳŜƭƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ άǀǎǘŜǊƳŜƭǃΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
also video games, and pool and miniature soccer tables. In the evening, some of the youngest children were 
read stories. Many friendships were formed.  
 
Sunday was a spiritual day that provided a wonderful message about the strength of faith in God and faith in 
yourself and was meant to uplift the spirits of the victims of the flood. Thanks to the generosity of Hoffmann 
Ödon, a Hungarian businessman who brought toys and gifts, a half dozen children performed beautiful religious 
songs, two seven year olds played the flute, and a moving American film called Facing the Giants was shown to 
the children who listened in rapt attention. This was a story about an American High School Football team that 
lost all its games and how faith in God and faith in their own ability to overcome adversity through hard work 
allowed them to become a winning team.  
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Collection and delivery of 7 tons of donations 

The foundation undertook a large effort to collect new and used 
articles for the families that were affected by the flood. Our 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ŏƻ-president, Dreisziger-Stricz Zsuzsanna,   personally 
approached dozens of persons and organizations in Hungary and was 
able to collect 7 tons of goods, The supplies included a few tons of 
canned goods from the Szatmári Konzerv Gyár, more than 90 bags of 
new and used clothing, blankets and comforters, washing machines, 
refrigeratorsΣ ƛǊƻƴǎΣ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΣ¢±ΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜΦ ²ŀǊŜƘƻǳǎŜ 
space was provided by KHK Korona KFT in Csepel, transportation by the Kincsem Szövetkezet, and funding was 
provided by AHF, the Amerikaiak a Magyarokért Alapítvány, and private donors. 
 
When all the goods were collected we contacted the Kincsem Szövetkezet, whose President Merczel Sándor 
personally picked up the goods in their truck and together with the foundationΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻ-president 
drove 260 kilometers to deliver the goods. Dreisziger Zsuzsanna went despite the death of her brother the day 
before. All worked for free and contributed their expenses. 

 

Rebuilding of community centers and towns 

With the goal of providing a lasting effect of the volunteer effort and the donated funds, the foundation 
restored two community centers, one in the village of Edelény and the second in Satoraljaújhely. We also 
supported the village of Vizsoly. We met with the mayors of the three towns to decide how to help.  

Edelény was toured to visit the damaged public activity center which had an auditorium, library, museum, tv 
studio, various meeting places. The water damaged the entire heating system  as well as the studio equipment.   
 

 
           Heating  system flood damage        Surveying damage 
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                  Edeleny Auditorium update   Community center staff with Mr. Balogh 
 
 

The sports complex in Satoraljaújhely was damaged by the flood waters.  Repairs were made to the floor of 
the auditorium  and the swimming pool, and various automated auditorium and pool cleaning equipment  were 
replaced.  
 

 
                Picture of damage to equipment                Meeting with the mayor and his deputy 
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2018 Friends of Hungary Foundation Conference 

 

 

  

President Balogh Gyula and Co-President Dreisziger Zsuzsanna attended the three day conference at 
the Budapest Vigadó and the Magyar Tudományos Akadémia. The annual conference is hosted by the 
Foundation Chair Dr. Szilveszter Vizi, and had participants from over 30 countries. 

Highlights of the evening included an extraordinary concert by the Pannon Children's Choir from Pécs with 
songs by Bartok, Kodaly, folk and patriotic songs. They were invited as a result of  Co-President Zsuzsanna 
Dreisziger recommending them to the Foundation. PM Viktor Orbán and President János Áder gave moving 
welcome speeches and updates on the future of Hungary. 

 

sec  

 

 

 

Dr. Áder János, President of Hungary, sharing a pleasant moment with Ms. Dreisziger and Mr. Balogh 
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Orbán Viktor, Prime Minister of Hungary 

 

 

Magyarország Barátai Alapítvány President Dr. Vizi Szilveszter  
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Our Foundation Supported the Balatonfüred 
Radnóti Middle School 2018 Charity Ball &  

Initiates USA Teacher Exchange Program 

 This wonderful charity ball was organized by  Dr. Anett Tamás, who invited Foundation President Balogh and 

Co-President Dreisziger.  Dr. Judit Kerekes, our generous kuratorium member, initiated this exchange program 

by inviting the Radnóti Middle School Principal, Dr. István Steierlein,  to participate in the City University of New 

York, College of Staten Island XII Annual Mathematics Connections Conference in New York that she manages. 

 

                 Dr. Steierlein, Mr. Balogh             Presenting the Invitation               Foundation logo among supporters 

 

Zsuzsanna Dreisziger and Dr. Anett Tamás (on right) 
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The Amerikaiak a Magyarokért Alapítvány (Americans for Hungarians Foundation) supports and congratulates 

the American Hungarian Federation (AHF) on its 110th Anniversary of its incorporation, and especially those 

who in the past gave significant service to Hungarians. The event was held at the beautiful grounds of the 

Embassy of Hungary in Washington. Zsuzsanna Dreisziger, and (Jules) Gyula Balogh worked tirelessly (pro bono) 

for months in both the USA and Hungary to make this sister organization's Anniversary a success. Kuratorium 

members Elek Mata and Dr. Judit Kerekes, and the staff of the Embassy  provided extensive help. 

AHF Co-President Gyula E. Balogh introduced  His 

Excellency Hungarian Ambassador to the US, Dr. Laszló 

Szabó  our principal patron, who gave an outstanding 

review about the long and excellent relationships 

between the US and Hungary. 

The Gala Celebration Program was designed and MC'd  

by AHF Board member  Zsuzsanna Dreisziger. She gave a 

moving speech about hard work, perseverance, the will 

and faith needed to succeed, and the need to assist  

those who are in dire need that was embodied by the founders of AHF. She introduced His Excellency Dr. Péter 

Szilágyi, Deputy State Secretary for Hungarian Communities Abroad, Prime Minister's Office, who gave a 

wonderful speech about the connection between the American and Hungarian communities. He presented an 

honorary citation for service to Hungarians from Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén and State Secretary 

Árpád János Potápi. Other dignitaries were also introduced including Dr. Szilveszter Vizi who received the AHF 

Award for Service to Hungary; and many American Hungarians who contributed to Hungarian causes (see 

www.amkl.org).   

 

110th Anniversary of the American Hungarian Federation 

Our Foundation honors those who gave selflessly to help Hungarians 
 

 
Zsuzsanna Dreisziger, Master of Ceremonies 
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Akos L. Nagy, President of AHF, gave his  welcome speech, citing the mission of AHF. Highlights of the evening 
were the lighting of 110 candles in remembrance of 40 persons who in the past gave significant contributions to 
AHF, a moving Coming to America Musical which portrayed and described  Hungarian immigration to the US  
which caused tears among those present who immigrated, the Service Awards to 12 persons who gave 
significant contributions to Hungary and AHF, and a presentation on the future of American Hungarian Youth.  
 

 
Music and patriotic American and Hungarian songs for the event were provided pro bono by the exceptionally 
talented group composed of László Hajdu Németh, Kálmán Magyar Jr, Zsuzsa Seres, Olga Major, Ákos Székely, 
and George Petran. 
 
! ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŜǘƘƭŜƴ DłōƻǊ !ƭŀǇƪŜȊŜƭǃ ½Ǌǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ .ƻŎǎƪŀƛ wŀŘƛƻΦ 
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AHF President Akos Nagy and Deputy State Secretary Péter Szilágyi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

110 candles, Ms. Dreisziger & Dr. Nemeth reading remembrances, scouts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. István Horvath reading an immigrant's moving letter 
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AHF Counsel Paul Kamenar welcoming immigrants to the USA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Judit Kerekes speaking about the future belongs to our youth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ambassador László Szabó, and guests 
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AHF Treasurer Atilla Kocsis, wife Sara, and guests 
 

 
Board Member Ádám Grósz, Mózes Kovács and guests 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ambassador(R), wife Ivonn and VIP guests 
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                     Dr. Zsolt Hetesy, Dr. Miklós Toth and Elena Toth            Magdolna and Imre Beke, Barbara Bollock 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      Dr. Szilveszter Vizi, wife Veronika and guests                     Mária Stumpf, Mária Mezei, Olga Major 
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Hosting new US Ambassador Colleen Bell 

When Her Excellency Colleen Bell arrived in Hungary, the Amerikaiak a Magyarokért Alapítvány wanted 
to give her an understanding of various segments of society.  
 
We invited 60 business owners, entrepreneurs, philantropists, physicians, scientists, academicians, and 
persons from the arts and crafts and hosted them at the Hungarian State Opera to view a wonderful 
performance of one of Hungary's most famous operas Bánk Bán . 
 

 
The family of Ambassador Bell and Mr. Balogh 

 

 
Ambassador Bell accepting our hand carved award 
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The Ambassor's family and guests at the Opera 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. Vizi Szilveszter, wife Veronika and the Ambassador 
 

 
Ambassador and guests 
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Thanksgiving and Forum to Improve US Hungary Relations 

 
 

The Budapest FORUM to improve US-Hungary relations 11/26/2014. 
The FORUM was co-sponsored by the American Hungarian Federation, 
and held under the auspices of the Amerikaiak a Magyarokért Alapítvány (www.AMKL.org). 
 
The Forum was the first of a series to be held to restore the excellent relations that the USA had with Hungary 
for many years, which had been deteriorating since the leftist government which the US had supported was 
ousted in 2010. This first of a kind  FORUM brought together parties that have been on opposite sides of the 
political arguments, to exchange ideas and come to an understanding of each others' perspectives.   
 
The participants included  the US Charge d'  Affaires André Goodfriend and ifj. Dr Lomnici Zoltán the 
spokesperson of the Civil Összefogás Forum ( CÖF) which had a lawsuit filed against the Charge d' Affaires, 
American Hungarian Federation President Frank Koszorus Jr., Mr. Héjj Tibor President of Proactive Management 
Consulting, and Mr. (Jules) Gyula Balogh President of the Amerikaiak a Magyarokért Alapítvány.  All of the 
participants had experience working or being educated  in the USA. 
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The FORUM followed a very moving 
Thanksgiving celebration where Americans, 
Hungarians and American Hungarians gave 
thanks for what they had received over the past 
year and told what wonderful feelings they had 
for America. 
 
The FORUM started with observations by the 
participants of what was good about America and 
Hungary, as viewed on both sides. America was 
noted for its acceptance of  foreigners and the 

rule of law by the Hungarians, and Hungary was noted for its friendliness to foreigners and its fights for freedom 
and democracy. Ifj Dr. Lomnici described his wonderful 6 years of experience in the USA   at the NIH where he 
had a grant to study issues relating to tobacco. Mr. Hejj Tibor described his obtaining his MBA in the USA where 
he went with his family and 4 children. He experienced the hospitality of the people and friendships with 
professors, the educational system,  the honesty of the students, even the wonderful nursery for his children. He 
also talked about how friendly and accepting the students were to a youth who was disabled. Mr. Koszorus 
spoke about the opportunity provided to all in the USA to succeed, and the tremendous benefits citizenship 
provides. Mr. Balogh spoke about coming to the USA at age 7 and how his mother said that you must always 
keep your Hungarian heart, but you are now an American.  He mentioned the good things about the USA are the 
friendliness of the people and the willingness to help other people, and the entrepreneurial spirit of the past. He 
also said that Hungary is a magical land, like Disneyworld, charming with wonderful people and beautiful 
countryside.  Mr. Goodfriend said that the US and Hungary had many good things in common. The USA has 
accepted people from  diverse lands and that acceptance is one of the great strengths of America. Hungary in 
the past has also been very accepting of other peoples.  
 
The FORUM then moved to a discussion of the issues that Hungarians and American Hungarians had with the US 
government approach, and the issues the US government had with Hungary. American Hungarian Federation 
President Koszorus read a moving letter from an apolitical professor of Hungarian origin in the USA who 
reiterated the perception that the USA was demeaning and humiliating Hungary with its overwhelming criticism, 
much of which lacked proof.  Ifj. Dr. Lomnici Zoltán  said he did not want to ruin the wonderful Thanksgiving 
atmosphere, so he politely described some of the problems in the USA about discrimination against blacks, and 
other problems that the USA has such as corruption, by which he implied that the  US may not have much 
standing to criticize others. He also mentioned that the USA did not help Hungary in 1956 and that was a sore 
point among Hungarians. Mr. Héjj Tibor among other things mentioned that Hungary has been historically 
surrounded by conflict from other countries and that Hungarians have had to fend for themselves most of the 
time such as in 1956, and therefore they are very sensitive about their  sovereignty . He said the Americans need 
to understand this when they involve themselves in the internal workings of Hungary . Mr. Balogh put forth the 
question of why the USA only criticizes conservative governments. Mr. Goodfriend had many good things to say 
about Hungary, such as that the people are friendly and that  it is a democracy, but he also indicated that he had 
an   issue with the formulation of the latter question, since he felt that the USA approach was not criticism of 
one party but a dialogue about what they observed in Hungary.  
 
The final question asked how to solve the issues between the two countries. There was agreement that 
enhanced exchange programs highlighting both cultures, student exchange programs, cooperation in research, 
improved trade,  taking sensitive discussions behind closed doors, and both governments being proactive on 
improving relations would go a long way to removing the strain between the USA and Hungary. 
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ñGive Back Something To Our Homelandò  

Hungary Today interviewed Mr. Gyula Elemér Balogh, the President of the Americans for Hungarians 

Foundation (Amerikaiak a Magyarokért Alapítvány) and the Co-President of the American Hungarian 

Federation.  

Mr. Balogh discussed the activities and achievements of the aforementioned organizations, as well 

as his role in organizing Hungarian Balls in New York.  

How did the American Hungarian Club begin? Where did the idea come from? 

My father, Dr. Elemér Balogh, worked for 40 years to help Hungary from the US and from Austria. In 

2005 the Hungarian Conference of Catholic Bishops presented him with their highest award for his 

extensive work [the Pro Ecclesia Hungariae Award]. Before my father died, he asked one thing of me, 

which was to use my extensive business experience on behalf of Hungary. This was the thought, the task 

that he passed on to me. 

In 2009 we founded the American Hungarian Club, in the spirit of ñgiving backò to Hungary. After all, 

this is our home, our óoldô home, and we would like to give back to our homeland something of what we 

ourselves received from our parents. Following an inaugural celebration held in the Budapest castle 

district in 2009, which was attended by 250 Hungarians and Americans, artists, and inventors, and the 

US Embassy, the American Hungarian Club began its work. 

 

Mr. Gyula Elemér Balogh, the President of Americans for Hungarians non-profit Foundation 

http://hungarytoday.hu/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/16409250_1335433103145082_291704595_o-1.jpg
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How did the Clubôs first initiatives go? 

In 2010 the Club was transformed into a foundation. We registered the Amerikaiak a Magyarokért 

Alapítvány (Americans for Hungarians Foundation) as a non-profit here in Hungary, so that we could 

help those in need and support the work of young inventors. We helped those affected by the [2010] 

flooding, we ran childrenôs camps at Lake Balaton, and organized charity balls. 

 

100 children impacted by Hungaryôs floods, at the Foundationôs summer camp on Lake Balaton 

In addition, we worked to support young inventors and 

scholars to bring their products to market, and to find 

financing in America for their research and inventions. 

We organized óbusiness bourses,ô where Hungarian and 

American business people can meet and exchange views. I 

feel that business and tourism is very important, because if 

we want to help Hungary than we need to support its 

commerce and its economy. When US Ambassador 

Colleen Bell arrived in Hungary we hosted her and her 

family, and 60 persons at the Hungarian State Opera at the 

Bánk-Bán performance, so they could get a feeling for 

Hungarian culture and meet persons from various 

segments of Hungarian Society.  

For me, though, the thing that interests me most about the Foundationôs work is the idea of innovation. I 

have taken to saying that ñHungary is a land of inventors.ò 
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What sorts of innovations do you have in mind? 

I like to support those innovations and inventions that help society as a whole, particularly in the realms 

of healthcare, environmental protection, and energy. 

The Foundationôs main tasks are running social programs and finding financial support [for 

innovations] then?  

Our other main goal is to work to improve American-Hungarian relations; we work to build bridges with 

exchange programs, conferences, and forums.  

 

5 year anniversary and Forum on improving American Hungarian Relations, November 26, 2014 

To what extent are young people active in the life of the foundation?  

Younger people prefer to do things in their own way. The older Hungarian-Americans came from a 

different, much more difficult background. It is slightly difficult to find volunteers, because our 

management is older and can work pro-bono. But one of our young Kuratorium members, Csapó Harold 

Gábor, is leading the effort to include the younger generation. It is important for someone to take this 

work over, because otherwise the foundation will cease to existémany Hungarian organizations in 

America have disappeared due to a lack of fresh blood. 

What is the relationship between your Foundation and the American Hungarian Federation?  

The Federation is a separate organization, of which I am the Co-President (Ákos L. Nagy is President). 

The two organizations have different roles. 

The Federation is a non-profit registered in America (chartered in 1907), while the Foundation is a non-

profit registered in Hungary, but as a bridge of sorts the two work very well together. For example, 

when we were raising money on behalf of those impacted by the [2010] floods, the Federation also 

raised money and donated it to the Foundation, and in Hungary we made sure that those donations made 

their way to those in need (we currently have an all volunteer organization). 

 

 

http://hungarytoday.hu/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/balogh3.jpg
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Overall, what are the chief differences between the two organizations?  

The American Hungarian Federation is oldest Hungarian umbrella organization in the US, and has a 

charter to help Hungarian immigrants in the US, as well as ñdefend the good name of Hungary against 

attacks and defamationsò. Currently it works more on the latter, in the realm of education about country 

politics, particularly on issues facing Hungarian minorities [in countries neighboring Hungary]. By the 

way, the American Hungarian Federation is celebrating its 110
th
 birthday this year. 

The Foundationôs work is much wider and more hands-on. Besides charitable works, our goal is to 

provide concrete support to Hungarians, especially for inventors; we will provide not only business and 

financial contacts, but marketing classes as well, and we also help build relationships between inventors 

and experts in their given fields. We work with the Hungarian Innovation Center, Inc. in the  US  

(www.HUNINC.com) which has leading Hungarian and American professors, scholars, and business 

persons on their team. The world class advisors include, for example, Dr. E. Szilveszter Vizi [chairman 

of the board of the Friends of Hungary Foundation and former president of the Hungarian Academy of 

Sciences], Professor Don Sexton [world renowned Professor of Marketing at the Columbia University 

Business School, taught at leading B-Schools worldwide, and consultant at over 90 multinational and 

startup firms], Dr. Andr§s Pellionisz (Silicon Valley), Dr. ErnŖ Saj· (University of Massachusets), Dr. 

Zoltán Mari (Johns Hopkins University), Dr. Stephen Csorna (Vanderbilt University) and others. 

Are the balls that your Foundation organizes in Hungary or in New York? 

We organized two charity Rajkó Balls in Hungary, and this past November members of our Foundation 

helped to organize the elegant Piarist Charity Ball in New York. I was a student at a Piarist school in the 

United States as well, by the way. For 55 years this ball was the third most-prestigious ball in New York 

City, and in the past was a very famous ball. Eight years ago, the elegant lady who ran this ball passed 

away, and so we had to revive the ball; this is when they asked me to serve as President of the Piarist 

Alumni Association. We formed a ball committee, with Dr. Thomas Hilberth as Chair, and were 

successful in reviving the ball. We succeeded in securing many guests of honor from Hungary and 

America, such as Dr. E. Szilveszter Vizi, Dr. Réka Szemerkényi [Hungarian Ambassador to United 

States] and Ferenc Kumin [Consul General of Hungary], and Tamás Péterffy [CEO of Interactive 

Brokers, and one of the most successful Hungarian immigrants to the US], Dr. Peter Forgach  who was 

honored for his charity work, and Adam de Nagy grandson of the Piarist ball founder. We held the ball 

in one of New Yorkôs most elite clubs, the University Club. We are planning on hosting the ball there 

this year as well, on November 10. 

What happens at one of these balls? 

We introduce our guests to Hungarian art, music, and dance, and of course the Piarist legacy. This is 

important, since more than half the guests at this yearôs ball were Americans. 

As President of the Association, I invited Donald Trump as well (his home is in New York City), prior 

to the election. He responded to my invitation, but was unable to attend since the Ball was two days after 

his election. 

I would describe the Piarist Ball as a huge success, since we received lots of positive feedback, and 

succeeded in raising tens of thousands of dollars for the Piarists. This ball is primarily a fund raising 

event since standard tickets were $450, but is also a place where high society can meet and enjoy a 

wonderful Hungarian experience. 
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2016 Piarist Ball at the University Club -Zsuzsanna Dreisziger, Mr. Balogh, Dr. Veronika Ádám, Dr. Szilveszter Vizi, Dr. 

Réka Szemerkényi Hungarian Ambassador To the USA, and her husband, Szabolcs Ferencz 

What sort of relationship does your organization have with other Hungarian organizations in the 

New York area?  

We are quite well acquainted with each other, and know of each other. We are close to the  Hungarian 

House [Magyar Ház]  which my father was instrumental in founding in 1966, and to the Hungarian 

Scouts. Our new kuratorium member, Dr. Judit Kerekes, runs the American Hungarian Schools 

Meetings (AMIT-NY.org) in NY as well as nationwide. We are also close to the New York Hungarian 

Scientific Society; this is also partially due to the fact that our clubsô technical goals align.  We work 

with the American Hungarian Chamber of Commerce of NY (especially Tamás Barát and Kálmán 

Magyar). There used to be more organizations in New York, but many have since moved to New Jersey 

or to the suburbs. Nowadays the largest concentration of Hungarian-Americans in the region is in New 

Brunswick, New Jersey. They organize a Hungarian festival in June of every year that attracts thousands 

of visitors. They have  a 300 person capacity Hungarian American Athletic Club which hosts many 

events and a Hungarian Museum. 

Your Foundationôs website features political opinions that are more open than what one would 

find on the sites of many Hungarian American and civil-society organizations. To what extent is 

your Foundation involved in politics?  

What we feature on our site is not so much opinions as it is information and analysis about what is 

happening in America. We do not take part in Hungarian politics. We provide information about 

America, because it is important for us that Hungarians know that what they hear in the press is not 

always reflective of the truth. Americans are a friendly people, and are open to foreigners and to other 

cultures. It is only in American politics that this idea comes across that Americans ñdonôt like 

foreignersò or  that they think negatively of Hungary. 

In any case, this is a Hungarian foundation, and we are discussing American-Hungarian relations. This is 

why we find analysis of current events to be important, because we work to inform and spread the word 

about what is happening in the world with regards to relations between the US and Hungary. 

http://hungarytoday.hu/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/balogh.jpg
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The American Hungarian Federationôs site does not include much in the way of political writing.  

Because we are a Hungarian Foundation, compared to the US based Federation, we are able to express 

our views about American politics more openly. Hungary has received much criticism in the past by 

politicians, but constant criticism does not help build relationships. In any case, it is certainly true that 

with the Foundation we can express ourselves differently. Our goal is not to criticize, but to analyze in a 

more open way the relationship between Hungary and America, and make suggestions for building 

improvements. 

Reporting by Tom Szigeti and Róbert Velkey 
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Background and Contacts 

The leaders of the Amerikaiak a Magyarokért Alapítvány (AMKA) have an extensive network of contacts and 
partners that are helpful in achieving its objectives of good relations between the USA and Hungary, as well as 
bringing Hungarian innovations and products to market in the USA and elsewhere. These contacts were built up 
over a 40 years span and encompass over 100 US and foreign firms.  
 
Mr. Balogh, the AMKA President alone has worked or consulted at over 25 small, medium and multinational 
firms as well as startups. His early work included developing part of IBM's first time sharing software, creating 
software for missile recognition systems and computer based manufacturing at Boeing Aerospace, and 
computer reading machines for the blind at Haskins Labs (affiliated with Yale University).  
 
At Citicorp as he was part of the team that increased cardholders by over 30 million, responsible for acquisitions 
of card firms  such as Diners Club, and private labels such as Shell. He created the credit card scoring  models for 
35 overseas subsidiaries.  He moved to the corporate level as VP of Strategy for New Product Development, 
where he developed the construction blocks to create the $1.4 trillion health care financing and information 
business products, as well as new information models for analyzing stocks.  
 
He has taught Business courses at Citicorp to the top 200 executives, athe 30,000 employee Habib Bank to the 
top 300 executives, and at the Columbia University Executive Programs. He has an MBA in Finance from the 
Columbia University Business School,an M.Sc. in Engineering from New York University, and a B.Sc. in Physics fro 
the University of Notre Dame.  He is Co President of the American Hungarian Federation (incorporated in 1907), 
past President of the Hungarian Reformed Federation (owner of the Kossuth House), and Past President of the 
Piarist Alumni Association.  
 
Ms. Dreisziger, the AMKA Co-President, has an extensive business and social background. For nearly 20 years, 
she was one of Hungary's largest jewelery wholesalers, owner of Gold & Invest Kft. She is currently Co-President 
of the Americans for the Hungarians Foundation and the Hungarian Innovation Center. During her 9 years of 
operational management of the Foundation, she worked extensive for the long-term strengthening of American-
Hungarian relations.  
 
She has extensive organizational experience, she managed the opening ceremony of the American Hungarian 
Club that was attended by 250 people on Castle Hill,  she organized the New Hangya movement in the Upper 
House of the Hungarian Parliament that was attended by over 500 persons form every county in Hungary, she 
managed 5 International formal balls and 2 Rajko Balls in Hungary, as well as the BǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ .ǃǊȊŞ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ 
over 150 persons from Hungary and the USA. In 2015, in honor of the American ambassador of Colleen Bell, she 
hosted a reception at the Hungarian State Opera House with 60 VIP guests where the Ambassador and guests 
watched the famous Bánk Bán Opera. 
 
Most recently she managed the wonderful 110th anniversary celebration of the American Hungarian Federation 
in Washington DC at the Hungarian Embassy, which was attended by a full house of 110 persons, including the 
guest of honor, his Excellency Ambassador of Hungary, Dr. Laszló Szabó. She also arranged to have it broadcast 
over the internet which was seen live by over 3000 persons. Currently she is planning the Hungarian Village and 
Business Showroom in the USA. 
 
Elek Mata is a member of the Kuratorium and was one of the founders of the Magyar Vállalkozók és Munkaadók 
Párt (business and job creation political party). He is currently Vice President. He has an extensive background 
and knowledge of Hungarian businesses. Owner and operator  of vineyards in Tokai. 
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Dr. Kerekes Judit is from New Jersey USA, and Associate Professor,The College of Staten Island/CUNY, 
Department of Education. She is an expert in Mathematics Education and has over 100 articles published in 
major journals on mathematics and Hungarian language teaching. She has received numerous American and 
Hungarian awards for her work. She is President of AMIT - Amerikai Magyar Iskolák Találkozója (American 
Hungarian Schools Meetings) which has over 50 American Hungarian organizational members in the USA . She 
has an Ed. D. and MA in Education from Eotvos University in Budapest and an MA in Math and Physics from 
Jozsef A. University, Szeged. 
 
Csapó Hárold Gábor is from California and a dual citizen of Hungary and the USA. He owns a public relations and 
video firm with Hungarian business and government clients. He also covers major events in Hungary. Mr. Csapó 
produced the wonderful video about Hungarians in the US and visit by PM Orbán Viktor to the US that was 
shown at the inauguration of the Amerikai Magyar Klub.He currently serves as an advisor to the Hungarian 
Innovation Ministry. 
 

Partner Organizations - The Hungarian Innovation Center 
 
The AMKA partner organization, the Hungarian Innovation Center, has business advisors such as Professor Don 
Sexton of the Columbia Business School that have consulted at over 90 firms and taught at major Business 
Schools worldwide  including Columbia University,  the University of California-Berkeley, the Indian School of 
Business, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Skolkovo (Moscow School of Management), Beijing 
Management Institute, Australian Graduate School of Management, University of Hawaii, University of Tehran, 
Jagiellonian University (Krakow), and the U.S. Business School in Prague.  
 
The Hungarian Innovation Center  also has world renowned researchers in a number of fields on its advisory 
Board. For example: 
 
Steven E. Csorna. Associate Professor, Department of Physics and Astronomy, Vanderbilt University. Ph.D. 
Columbia, MA Columbia, B.S. New York University. 
  
Zoltán Mari, MD. Past Director, Johns Hopkins Parkinsons and Movement Disorder Center.   

András Pellionisz. Domain expert in Genome Informatics, a cross-ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΦ  tƘΦ5ΦΩǎ 
in Computer Engineering, Biology and Physics.  

9Ǌƴǃ {ŀƧƽΦ Director of the Medical Physics at the University of Massachusetts Lowell, professor of physics and 
applied physics. 
 
Dr. Vizi E. Szilveszter, Professor Emeritus Semmelweis University. MD medicine University of Pecs and Budapest, 
Ph.D. medicine University of Budapest, D.Sci. pharmacology, Semmelweis University, Budapest Past President 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Széchenyi- Grand Prize. 
 
These wide ranging experiences and contacts, most of which are not available to the Hungarians, are invaluable 
in helping to improve business, trade and cultural relations with the USA.  
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Previous Activities 

Town of Abászalok - ChildrensΩ Sports Days 

For the past three years the foundation has supported the Tisza Tavi Családi Napok in Abádszalok  (in the flood 
zone). Here families and children from the surrounding towns come to enjoy a weekend of  festivities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ChildrensΩ {ǇƻǊǘǎ 5ŀȅǎ ƛƴ !ōádszalok 
 

 
 

Mátészalka Hungarian-English School 

We visited the Hungarian English School in Matészalka near the Szamos River (a flood zone) to see how we could 

be of help. We met with the headmaster as well as the local officials. The result of this meeting was the creation 

of the άDȅŜǊƳŜƪŜƛƴƪ WǀǾǃƧŞŞǊǘ !ƭŀǇƝǘǾłƴȅέ (The Foundation for the Future of our Children)  which we partly 

sponsored. The purpose of this foundation is to support effective teaching methods for English material, for 

giving hope and inspiration to disadvantaged students, providing talent management, love of country and its 

environment, and model family development. 


























































































